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2005 Fall Colors Ride 
By Mark B Heller 

It's about 9:30am and I pull up in 
front of the Buffalo. I'm greeted 
by a bunch of Top Cats and I 
shake a lot of hands. I got hugs 
from Geri Heniff, Lori Hirshman, 
a bunch of other women and I 
was a happy man. 

It's 9:45am, and those that were 
eating breakfast at the Buffalo 
have exited the 
restaurant. The 
group of Top Cats 
are called to 
gather for the pre-
ride speech. 

Fred Zimbric did 
very well covering 
the usual topics 
and explained that_ while he 
would lead the first group there 
were 3 others, Mick Bryan, Gary 
Brandt and Windy Krepel, lead-
ing their own groups. Approxi-
mately 25 bikes were in atten-
dance. A great showing for 
what was to be the last sched-
uled Top Cat ride of 2005. 

The first leg was about 50 miles, 
the second leg about 75 miles 
and then it was a scheduled 
lunch stop at the Charcoal Grill 
in Burlington, Wisconsin at 

about 2:30pm. 

Our group was spread amongst 
several different tables but a good 
time was had no matter where 
you sat. 

The route was well planned and 
included many of the roads that 

we've traveled in the past 
but they were the roads 
that we love to ride with 
splashes of roads that I've 
never ridden before. 

Here and there we got 
some glimpses of trees 
changing colors but as we 
all know the weather this 

year has been brutal on our trees 
and it's affected their colors 

After lunch, the ride continued to 
Jesse Oaks but I having a prior 
dinner arrangement needed to 
boogie home to shower and 
change. 

Great is the word of the day. 
Great ride, great weather, great 
camaraderie, great food, great 
time and a great end to the 2005 
scheduled riding season. 
Thanks Fred, great job. 	la End 
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THE BIKERS WHO MEAN BUSINESS 
TOP CATS—Illinois is a group of motorcycle enthusiasts with similar interests. 
Members consist of responsible Leaders, Presidents, Chairmen, Owners, Pro-
prietors, Partners, principals, CEO's, and other 'Top Cats' of large, medium and 
small organizations, institutions, and companies. The content and opinions 
expressed in articles are those of the authors and not necessarily those of Top 
Cats—Illinois 
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Editors Corner 

I've been a member of Top 
Cats for over 2 years now. 
Someone recently asked me 
what I like most about the club 
so I decided to make a list. 

TOP 10 Things I Like About the Top Cats 

10 Well Organized Events 

9 Any Brand of Bike Is Accepted 

8 They Don't Just Go Bar to Bar 

7 The Enthusiasm of the Clubs Membership 

6 Great Day Rides 

5 Well Planned Overnight Rides 

4 Safety Consciousness 

3 Top Cats Care About Each other 

2 Camaraderie 

1 And the number one reason why I like the Top 
Cats: Hugs from Lori Hirschman 

The Most Memorable Comment I Heard 
On A Top Cat Ride 

On my Wheels and Water Ride I missed the 
scheduled stop at a gas station. Rather than turn 
the entire group around and go back I decided to 
continue to the next gas station. 

While stopped at that station, I saw Bob Carmody 
and Kevin Riddick looking rather puzzled at their 
route sheets so I approached them to explain 
what had taken place and Kevin politely asked... 

"Who the hell did the pre-ride...Stevie Wonder!" 

Continued on page 3 > > > 
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President's Corner 
A personal as-
sessment of my 
performance as 
President of 
Top Cats is 
about a B. If I 
had another 
year, maybe a 

B+ would be achievable. Maybe 
not. The expectations of this Club 
are very high. 

Self examination is good for the 
soul and keeps your ego in check. 
This is particularly true when you 
evaluate your skills as a motorcy-
clist. Are you as good as you think 
you are? Overrating your abilities 
is an accident waiting to happen. 

Let's say you have just experienced 
an operational misstep and are still 
vertical. After your adrenalin level 

goes down and the accelerated 
heart rate slows to something 
around normal, what do you do? 
Most of us thank the angel that 
looks over us, but what then? Do 
you just file the incident in the file 
marked '/ hope that never hap-
pens again' and forget it? 

What you ought to do is analyze 
the whole incident, each step as it 
unfolded and your part in it. 
Somewhere in those sequence of 
events is something that you 
could have done to have avoided 
or minimized what occurred. 

Once you have discovered what 
you think may have been where 
you erred, do something about it. 
Two of the more common operat-
ing deficiencies can be practiced. 

Braking and steering maneuvers 
under emergency situations are 
big parts in the MSF's ERC. 
There must be a reason for this. 
If it is something else, make the 
adjustment at a conscious level 
and think about why you are do-
ing it. Speed, lane position, inter-
val; you name it. Whatever it 
may be, do it. 

Self evaluation is but the first 
step. You may know that a prob-
lem exists but without the reme-
dial effort nothing has really 
changed. Let's all strive to be an 
A rated rider. A, as in Alert, 
Aware of one's abilities and Alive. 

Saddle Up, 
Jim Heniff President 
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Editors Corner 
The Nicest Thing A Top Cat Ever Did For Me 

Trempealeau, WI in July of this year. I just arrived at the Trem-
pealeau Motel, placed my 1 week old Royal Star on it's side stand 
and went to the office to check in. Upon returning I found my bike 
seconds away from falling over as the side stand had sunk into the 
fresh asphalt. The side stand not only sank into the asphalt but it 
had burrowed itself underneath as the bike leaned over more and 
more. 900 pounds (fully loaded) I was worried that I not only was 
barely able to hold it from falling over, but had I pushed hard 
enough to right it, and break thru the asphalt above it, that the mo-
mentum would carry it over and topple it on it's other side....then 
Jim Haase saved my bike by coming to my aid just in time. End Suburban Harley 	7 

Page: 3 



AMERICA  
Ar—likOPEN ROAD 

dB 

Page: 4 
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Phone: 847 368 0900 Fax: 847 368 0999 
Ross@americasopenroad.com  www.americasopenroad.com  

Kaution Korner 
PEER PRESSURE IS EASY 

Terry LIZARD Kumro 

I would like to talk briefly about 
group dynamics that are danger-
ous because of peer pressure. 
Even assuming that everyone in 
the group is known to each 
other, there is still a least experi-
enced, least skilled/controlled 
person there. That person usu-
ally feels that he/she has very 
little choice but to try to"keep 
up", to try to not hold back the 
group. If nothing else, they often 
think that 'stretching' themselves 
is a learning experience. 

SONAL pressure to perform 
that can be dangerous. I call 
that your "HEAD". What I'm 
getting at is mental tight- 
ness'- being ready and pre-
pared to do what you are 
about to do, and knowing it. 

If your head is not 'right', 
STOP and get it right before 
you go another two feet on 
your motorcycle. 

After more that 30 years of rid-
ing motorcycles there are 
times when I simply feel that I 
cannot safely do something 

that I have done a thousand 
times before — sometimes the 
most trivial of things. When I 
decide my head isn't right, I 
take a moment or two to get it 
right, and with confidence re-
stored, I proceed. There is no 
doubt in my mind that I could 
have done it without a prob-
lem, But this is one experi-
enced rider that is not 
ashamed to say that when my 
head is `wrong',1 stop and wait 
until it gets 'right'. 

Peer pressure is easy... 
You aren't. End 

And while it is a learning experi-
ence, if you survive it , 'keeping 
up' or not holding back the 
group should not be part of the 
equation!! A brave person will 
acknowledge their weaknesses 
and not push the envelope ag-
gressively, even if it means the 
rest of the group will recognize 
those weaknesses. A smart rider 
believes absolutely that THEY 
are responsible for their own 
ride/safety and not incidentally, 
in not being a potential hazard to 
anyone else. These people ig-
nore peer pressure to the point 
that they might not fit into a par-
ticular group — and that's fine for 
all concerned. 

But peer pressure is NOT the 
real danger — there is always 
peer pressure sometimes 
thoughtless, sometimes just 
good natured competition, and 
sometimes no more than shared 
courtesy. It is YOUR OWN PER- 



The Heart of the Cat 
By Lynn Adams 

Membership Chair 

Where did the summer 
weather go? One weekend its 
80 degrees, the next it's push-
ing 60, but a little change in 
weather neither distracted nor 
detoured the Top Cats from 
getting out there and riding. 
No, they still show up by the 
dozens to participate in what-
ever events they can. Most 
recently was the Rolling Thun-
der Toys for Tots and Veter-
ans ride. There was quite a 
nice representation of Top 
Cats, I must say.... 

At the October meeting, I was 
pleased to announce that 
Muriel Brant has been up-
graded from Associate mem-
bership status to Regular 
membership status. Although 
Muriel does not ride a motor-
cycle herself, she has been a 

very active member of the club 
and has attended practically all 
the rides and meetings for the 
past 3 years (quite impressive). 
Please remember to congratu-
late Muriel when you see her at 
our upcoming events! 

Ok, so here is the latest on the 
name badges, and I promise, 
this will be the last you will read 
about this topic in the ROAR... 

For those of you who have com-
pleted the name tag form, and 
paid for extra badges, THANK 
YOU! 

At last count, Mick was eight 
short of our goal of 100. You 
wouldn't think it would be difficult 
to get 100 people to sign up with 
145 active members, but none-
theless, it has been a little bit of 
a challenge. We decided to 
bring up the number to our even 

100 by selecting eight active 
(regularly attend meetings and 
rides), but unsuspecting (we 
aren't going to tell you who 
you are) members who didn't 
provide us with your name tag 
information, and we will be or-
dering name tags for you any-
way. Hope you like the names 
we picked for you....The good 
news is we hope to have them 
available starting at our No-
vember meeting. 

Now don't forget, if you have 
ordered a name badge, please 
be sure to attend one of our 
monthly Membership meetings 
(you know, the first Tuesday of 
each month at Dirty Nellie's' in 
Palatine!) We hope everyone 
will pick theirs up as soon as 
possible. Thank you! 

Keep warm and ride safe! 

End 

RO3ARitt With Laughter 
Mother of Six: 
A biker's greatest achievement 
was his brood of six kids. He was 
so proud that he continually 
called his wife: Mother of Six, 
which really pissed her off a lot. 
But he kept referring to her as 
Mother of Six no matter where 
they went. 

At end of a poker run, he shouts 
across the bar, "Hey, Mother of 
Six, you ready to go home?" 
His irritated wife screamed back: 

"Anytime you're ready, Father of 
Four!" 

A Beer Before It Starts: 
A biker sits down and says to his 
wife, "Quick, bring me a beer be-
fore it starts." 

She was puzzled but brought him 
a beer. When he finished he said, 
"Quick, bring me another beer. 
It's gonna start." 

This time she's a little angry, but 

brought him a beer. When it was 
gone, he said, "Quick, another 
beer, it's gonna start any second." 

"That's it!" She blows her top, "You 
bastard! You waltz in here, flop 
your fat ass down, don't even say 
hello to me and then expect me to 
run around like your slave. Don't 
you realize that I cook and clean 
and wash and iron all day long?" 

The husband sighed. "Oh 
shit, it's started. 	 End 
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847-669-0256 
ITINTLEY, ILLINOIS 

Intersections 
by Peggy Strickler 

The greatest potential for conflict 
is at intersections. Intersections 
are where two or more of the 
following meet: main streets, 
side streets, driveways, alleys, 
and parking lots. Check for all 
traffic; behind, oncoming, left 
and right. 

Additional alertness is required 
at limited visibility or congested 
intersections. (This could in-
clude construction equipment or 
picket signs. Anything that can 
distract you!) 

Make yourself visible! Wear 
bright clothing. Flash brake light 
as traffic approaches. 

Have an escape plan. Stay in 

1 st  gear. 

Figure 1: Escape route to the 
right of car if necessary. (Also 
visible to driver of both cars!) 

Position yourself to be seen! 

L 

Figure 2: Good position. Mo-
torcycle is visible to the auto-
mobile beside him and the one 
signaling left across the inter-
section. In addition the car to 
his leftt can be used as a 
shield as he proceeds thru the 
intersection. 

1 

Figure 3: Bad position. The 
motorcyclist is hidden behind 
the car to the driver across the 
intersection ready to turn left. 

Drive defensively- wait a sec-
ond to be sure an approaching 
vehicle follows the rules of the 
road. 
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ROARin With Laughter 

End 

In January, the newly elected club 
officials will be able to generate re-
ports off of the database. 

This biker lady has a heart at-
tack and is taken to the hospi-
tal. While on the operating ta-
ble, she had a near death ex-
perience. 

Seeing God, she asked, "Is my 
time up?" God said, "No, you 
have another 43 years, 2 
months, and 8 days to live." 

Upon recovery, the woman de-
cided to stay in the hospital 
and have a facelift, liposuction, 

and tummy tuck. Since she 
had so much more time to live, 
new roads to ride, she figured 
she might as well look even 
nicer. 

After her last operation, she 
was released from the hospi-
tal. While riding her motorcycle 
home, she was run into by a 
delivery truck and killed. 

Arriving in front of God, she 
demanded, "I thought you said 

I had another 40+ years? How 
come you didn't pull me out of 
the path of that freakin' truck?" 

God replied, "After all those sur-
geries I didn't recognize you!" 

.1* End 

PAAFILEV DAVIDSON 
2200 N. RAND ROAD 
PALATINE, IL 60074 

847-358-2112 
FAX 847-358-5681 

up 

HOURS 
M-F 10:00 AM-7:00 PM 

-444--" 
 

SATURDAY 10:00 AM-4:00 PM <W4  
SUNDAY CLOSED 

HARIFf-ONIOSOIN 

Climate controlled, safe, secured and monitored 

Fully enclosed steel & concrete construction 

No Public access to your possessions 

Complete pest-control protection 

815-444-9400 	6215 Factory Rd., Crystal Lake 

MEMBER DATABASE 
Has Been Updated! 

If you checked it out before, check it 
out again...it's been updated. 

To access the database, you need to 
login from the Home page of our web 
site: 

http://www.topcats.org  

To have 
your user-
name and 
password 
emailed to 
you, send 
an email to 

mark@mbheller.com  AND include 
your first and last names in the body 
of the email. 

The features you can access are de-
pendent upon your position within the 
club. 

Page: 7 



Ready For Bear 
Ready for Bear 

Kenneth D. Massara 

Motorcycling perhaps was in my 
blood before birth for astride this 
1920's Indian 
sits my father. 

At that time I 
was just a 
gleam in his 
eye, if that. The 
others in the 
photo were 
friends and 
family mem- 
bers. The story goes that some-
time while out riding in the 
neighborhood he set this gem 
on its side. Now father never 
weighed more then 110 pounds 
dripping wet and as he told it, "I 
couldn't get the damn thing up-
right, so I sold it to the first guy 
that came along," makes for 
good copy but not for good 
sense and he never lacked that. 

Boy would I like to have that 
piece of history sitting in my ga-
rage now. I have always won-
dered what he would think of the 
current batch of motorcycles. 
He was riding in a different me-
dia by the time my family grew 
and I returned to two-wheels (in 
the early 80"s) so he never had 
opportunity to see my different 
Gold Wings. Perhaps if there 
had been a Safety Foundation 
with riding courses in his day the 
bike would still be in the family. 

Several years before "Westward 
Ho" I had ridden the Rockies 

north and south of the border. 
Spending weeks at a time on 
the roads as far north as Jas-
per Nat'l Park to northern 
Colorado, skirting the border 

between Colorado and 
Wyoming. 

It was in 01 at the age of 
seventy that I decided to 
tackle the "Bear". It be-
comes more difficult to 
maintain good riding skills 
as we get older, this is es-
pecially true when the area 
you want to ride in is not 
where you live. If you live 

in the mountains it becomes 
second nature and you never 
lack for confidence. Oh, I had 
been there and done that, but 
not "The Bear". I had traveled 
others years before when 
younger blood pounded my 
veins. 

My problem was I lived in Illi-
nois. There aren't many 
mountains in Illinois where I 
could practice in the kind of 
terrain I would encounter out 
west. But that was just the be-
ginning of it. We all know that 
much of motorcycling is men-
tal. Skills and confidence, go 
hand in hand, without confi-
dence, it's hard to improve, or 
even utilize, your skills. 

As I planned the ride, I had a 
nagging doubt because of 
something that happened to 
me at AMA rally in Ohio earlier 

in the year. We were going to 
lunch at an Amish farm with a 
limited, hilly cramped parking 
area. By the time it came to 
depart I had worked myself 
into state of nervousness that I 
was unable to move my bike 
for fear of hitting and damag-
ing someone else's property: 
so I had someone move it for 
me. After all, it was only my 
pride that was hurt by asking 
for help. 

That incident had me so con-
cerned that I began to doubt I 
had the skills to concur Bear 
Tooth Pass in Northeast Wyo-
ming. For here we are talking 
about a road that rises to 
nearly 11,000 feet, with plenty 
of hairpin curves and unpro-
tected drop-offs with drops to 
put your heart in your throat. 
In short this was not a hump in 
a parking lot in Ohio. 

I had to prepare myself both 
physically and mentally for this 
because this was a solo ride, 
as were most of my runs. I 
begin with towns like Galena's 
narrow, steep and sometimes 
dead-end streets forcing diffi-
cult turn a rounds. Elizabeth's 
gravel farm roads, the bluffs 
along the Mississippi as I 
worked my way west taking 
anything in sight that look like 
or resembled a hill. 

By the time I reached Cody, 
Wy and the Erma, (Buffalo 
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Ready For Bear 
Bill's Hotel in the Rockies) I 
had been on the road for five 
days. 

This was my base for the next 
four days as I scouted Yellow-
stone, rode through the forest, 
and traveled Chief Joseph 
highway each day gaining re-
newed confidence as well as 
sharpening my riding/mental 
skills for "The Bear." 

On a bright clear crisp morning 
I left the Erma for Red Lodge, 
Montana and my quest for 
self-respect began. As I 
reached the intersection of U.S 
212, I made the right turn that 

would take me over the "bear", 
riding wide, smooth and gentle 
roads leading upward into the 
blue. Rounding one curve, I en-
tered pines so thick, tall and 
close to the road I felt like I was 
inside one of God's Cathedral's. 
Towering walls of green with 
ceiling of bright blue and white; 
the lingering essence of pine 
with every breath. 

Deep gullies were on each side 
formed by the runoff of the win-
ter snows and spring rains. A 
light stream of water was gently 
flowing over the rocks and boul-
ders. 

Above the tree line I was 
caught up with the sheer, stark 
beauty of the mountain against 
the clear blue sky. The air 
grew colder, the road narrower 
and the switchbacks tighter as 
I neared the crest. I could now 
see the pinnacle, and down 
below, several thousand feet, 
Bear Tooth Lake. 

I maneuvered the bike through 
curve after curve with my heart 
pounding in my chest as I real-
ized I had conquered my fears 
and the "Bear" I had traveled 
1400 miles to meet. 

pi End 

Mark B Heller ROARin With Laughter 
A drunk biker is riding through the city and his 
bike is weaving violently all over the road. An 
Irish cop pulls him over. 

The cop asks the biker, "Where have you 
been?" "I've been to the pub," slurs the biker. 
"Well," says the cop, "It looks like you've had 
quite a few." "I certainly did," the biker says 
with a smile. 

"Did you know," the cop asks, "that a few in-
tersections back, your wife fell off the bike?" 

"Oh, thank heavens" sighs the biker. "For a 
minute there, I thought I'd gone deaf." 	End 

224-62 
rrrark(d?mbheller,rorn 
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Mark Heller presented a report 
to the Board regarding the Roar 
costs. From the February 2005 
issue, through the December 
2005 issue, the Roar has cost 

G° 
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Board Meeting Minutes 
Minutes of the Sept 19, 2005 

Board Meeting 
By Ken "Hawkeye" Glassman 

Present were Jim Heniff, Jim 
Krepel, Sandy Vernon, Chuck 
Prettyman, Terry Kumro, Don 
Schaffer, Carl Marcyan, and Ken 
Glassman. Guests included 
Lynn Adams, Windy Krepel, 
Mark Heller, and Joe Rabanus. 

Lynn Adams presented Muriel 
Brandt's request to upgrade her 
membership from Associate to 
Full status. The Board approved 
her request. Lynn also said that 
67 members have responded to 
her request for the free name 
tags. She will E-mail those who 
haven't' responded yet. 

approximately $3,500 less 
than for the same months in 
the previous year, a substan-
tial savings. He also pointed 
out that many of the Roar ad-
vertising contracts are coming 
due, and some may not renew. 

Sandy Vernon presented a 
timeline for the upcoming elec-
tions. The October General 
Meeting is the last date the 
committee will accept nomina-
tions. The nominations will be 
submitted to the Board at the 
October Board Meeting. 

In November, the absentee 
ballot will be published in the 
November Roar. And the can-
didates will be presented to  

the membership. 

In December, the absentee 
ballot deadline is midnight. De-
cember 5, 2005, with the elec-
tion to be held on December 6, 
2005. 

In January, the new Board will 
be installed. 
Sandy also presented a sam-
ple of the Absentee Ballot that 
will appear in the November 
Roar. 

Carl Marcyan presented the 
financials to the Board. We 
have approximately $11,650 in 
the checkbook. The financials 
were approved by the Board. 

End 



Larry' ;=4 1;; 1,,..7).:t.ti 

847-253-73 '113 

836 N Fernandez Ave 

Arlington Hts,  IL. 6013:14 

Sales—Service—Installation—All Makes 
Residential / Commercial 
Air Conditioning—Heating 

Humidification—Sheet Metal 

Our preferred clients are Business owners, Executives and 
Motorcyclists who know we'd rather work for a client than 
search for one. That's why our clients so often recommend 
us to others. Ask around. Ask an RB Target client about 
the RB Target Insurance Agency. 

Satisfied client 
referrals have been 
building our busi- 
ness for over 23 

years! 

"On the 
for all'our 

insurance needs." 

2145 Nleachani 
Palatine, fllinoi 	60e. 

lin• - 847;9,2 .9900 
84792_ 901 

Scalzitti Financia 
Taxes - Financial Planning 

\l'ile're a family business and have been doing taxes since 1968 

George's Lake County  
Heating & Air Conditioning 

(847) 726-7843 	(847) 533-5236 

Telephone: (847) 229-9338 
Fax: (847) 465-1180 

Bryant Schroeder 

Ausr.--"sCrinZrz="4:769C6r 
PERFORAfilliffeE 

Snowmobiles • Motorcross • Personal Watercraft • ATV 
Harley-Davidson 

High Performance Engines • Dyno Testing 

A Note From Dan Strickler 

I received a request to fill out a survey 
from Senator Dan Rutherford. I would 
encourage you to follow the link below 
and fill out the survey too. Please feel 
free to pass this along to other bikers 
in your circle. Part of it concerns a 
helmet law. 

http://danrutherford.cmititestbank.com  

reCTCLEd PHOTOS 

Do you think this is what 
the mayor had in mind 

when he said we should 
give something back to 

the city? 

Page: 11 



Genera Meeting Minutes 
Oct General Meeting Minutes 

by Keith Zawilla 

President Jim Heniff called the 
meeting to order with some 
welcoming comments, and 
asked for any guests in atten-
dance to introduce themselves 
We welcomed the following 
guests: 

Brian Wink (his 2nd time visit-
ing, an original guest of Jim 
Haase).... Brian has submitted 
an application for membership. 

Amy Tober (her 2nd time 
visitng, an original guest of Bob 
Carmody) 	Amy has submit- 
ted an application for member-
ship. 

Gerry Blum (his 3rd time visit-
ing, an original guest of Dan 
and Peggy Strickler)....Gerry 
will be submitting an application 
for membership. 

Ross Schliesmann (a former 
member of TopCats). 

Treasurer Carl Marcyan re-
ported on our financials. We 
currently have a general oper-
ating fund of approximately 
$8,500 which leaves us in a 
good position. 

Lynn Adams (Membership 
Committee) reported Muriel 
Brandt was approved for an up-
grade from Associate Member 
to Regular Member. Lynn also 
said we are about 40 name 

tags short of our initial goal of 
100. So, if you haven't yet done 
so, please fill out the form for 
your name tag. 

Jim reiterated the club's position 
of upgrading an Associate Mem-
bership to a Regular Member-
ship. Based on an associate's 
participation and involvement in 
the club, they could be approved 
for an upgrade. However, the 
member would need to complete 
an application for consideration 
of an upgrade. 

Jim reported on ROAR. Please 
keep in mind articles need to be 
in the hands of the Editor no 
later than the 15th of the month 
for inclusion in the next edition. 
With elections rapidly approach-
ing, time is of the essence for 
this month's edition. 

Rose Temple (Charity Chairper-
son) provided an updated 
status. She reminded everyone 
the position of Charity Chairper-
son is now `open'. Anyone 
who'd like to volunteer for next 
year's event is greatly appreci-
ated. There are still some con-
tributions flowing in, but a pres-
entation to NISRA of this year's 
results would be done next 
month. Finally, Rose ex-
pressed special 'thanks' to all 
who assisted and pitched in at 
this year's events, especially to 
those she worked with the entire 
year. 

Gary Brandt (Activities Commit- 

tee) updated us on a couple 
of upcoming rides. Sunday, 
October 9th is the Lake 
County Toys For Tots ride. 
John Lunde gave us an up-
date on some of the ride's de-
tails (further information can 
be located on our website). 

Also, Saturday October 15th 
is our Fall Colors Ride. Fred 
Zimbric mentioned he has a 
full day planned for the ride 
(please check the website for 
further details). John Lunde 
also mentioned a Fallen He-
roes ride to be held October 
23rd. Begins at 8:00 am at 
Fat Man's on Rt 41 and Rt 21. 
You can e-mail John if you'd 
like further information on this 
ride. 

Finally, Gary mentioned the 
season is winding down, and 
wanted to express his thanks 
and gratitude to all the Road 
Captains who planned and 
ran our events. We've had 29 
rides. 11 of them brand new, 
with 4 or 5 of them being 
overnight trips. In his closing 
comments, Gary asked for 
everyone to begin giving 
some thoughts to rides for 
2006. 

Sandy Vernon expressed the 
thoughts of all of us when she 
took the time to thank Gary 
for all his hard work and ef-
forts to make this such a suc-
cessful year. 

CONTINUED on page 13 >>> 
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General Meeting Minutes 
Wayne Kirkpatrick (Safety 
Committee) mentioned we're 
getting to the time of year 
when we begin to think about 
putting our motorcycles away 
for the winter. This would 
also be a very good time to 
take some inventory of our 
skills, to see what we can im-
prove upon for next year's rid-
ing season. 

Wayne asked Ric Case for an 
update on our next GRASS 
class. Ric mentioned it will be 
held November 5th beginning 
at 8 am at the Buffalo Grove 
Village Grill and Tavern. 
Please let Ric know if you'll be 
attending....guests are wel-
come also. 

Terry Kumro (Board Member) 
was introduced by Wayne for a 
safety tip. Terry reminded us 
we're getting to the season 
when we'll need to deal with 
falling leaves. Please treat 
these like you would other 
dangerous hazards/obstacles 
that are slippery. He sug-
gested we keep 3 things in 
mind: 

1. They can cover the entire 
surface of the road, 

2. They can be dry on the top 
surface, but very wet/ 
slippery on the bottom sur-
face, 

3. Falling, dry leaves can hurt/ 
cut you when you're riding 
thru them at a reasonable 

speed. 

Terry' suggestions included 
keeping a steady throttle, and 
don't make any abrupt changes 
in speed or direction. 

Becky McNamee wanted a cou-
ple of minutes to indicate her 
appreciation of our safety con-
sciousness and let us know how 
much of a pleasure it is to ride 
with an organization who takes 
the time to educate their mem-
bership on safety. She told us 
of a group ride she took with an-
other organization that wasn't as 
organized and safety conscious 
as we are, and how amazing 
that difference was on her ride. 

Sandy Vernon (Past President 
and Election Slating Committee) 
reminded us that elections 

are right around the corner. 
We've heard about it, we've 
read about it, and in December, 
we'll have the ability to partici-
pate in it. Positions are avail-
able for President, Vice Presi-
dent, Secretary, Treasurer, and 
3 Director positions. Tonite is 
the 'final' night to place your 
name with the Slating Commit-
tee to be considered for one of 
these positions. 

When the meeting is adjourned, 
no further names will be consid-
ered for nomination by the com-
mittee. Sandy then asked 
Wayne if he'd like to make a 
couple of coments;.he reinforced 

his previous ideas of support-
ing candidates having a strong 
interest and commitment with 
the club, who will provide good 
future direction to keep it go-
ing. Jim Haase asked, that in 
addition to presenting their 
previous credentials with the 
club, if candidates could also 
communicate to us their goals, 
their initiatives, what they feel 
should change, as well as 
what they feel should stay. 
Sandy 

responded all information 
about candidates required for 
us to make a good knowledge-
able decision would be pro-
vided. 

Keith Zawila (MSF Coordina-
tor) introduced Peggy Strickler 
for a safety tip. Peggy spoke 
about the need to be very 
aware of intersections drive-
ways and alleys should be 
considered intersections too). 
The most common cause of 
accidents at intersections is 
drivers entering your right-of-
way. Things you should do to 
protect yourself include: 

• Check for traffic behind 
you, 

• Check for oncoming traffic 

• Check for traffic to your 
right and your left 

• Have an escape plan 

• Remain in 1st gear, so you 

CONTINUED on page 14 >>> 
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Custom Motorcycle 
Emporium 

www,idealride.com  
Specializing In Customization 

01 Your Harley Davidson 
New & Used Bikes 

847-4-28-3400 
1061 	Main (Rt 72) 	E. Dundee 

can quickly accelerate out of 
the way if you need to 

• Wait a second or 2 after the 
light changes just in case 
someone crosses your path. 

Jim asked former member Ross 
Schliesmann if he wanted to 
make a few comments. Ross is 

the owner of America's Open 
Road dealership on Rand Road 
in Arlington Heights. Ross told 

Ac 

us Indian motorcycle has been 
purchased by a group of inves-
tors who hope to bring it back. 

His dealership carries Big Dog 
as well as Victory motorcycles, 
but he still services other 
American made models. 

Jim reminded us Top Cats 
does have a merchandise pro-
gram, but it's up to each mem-
ber to check into it if they want 

to do so. Any questions can 
be directed to Janet Riddick. 

Finally, we had our 50/50 raffle 
as well as a raffle of prizes left 
over from our Charity event. 

The meeting was then ad-
journed. 

nr1 

ivities Corner 
Greetings Top Cats 

Gary Brandt, Activities 

Well our normal riding season is 
behind us and now we just have 
to hope for some above average 
weather so we can get some 
pick up rides in. That doesn't 
mean that the Top Cats have 
nothing going on. We still have 
the opportunity to meet each 
month and complain about the 
cold together. We have a 
GRASS class scheduled for No-
vember 5th. Why not consider 
attending to brush up on your 
knowledge. We have the room 
starting at 8:30am and the Class 
starts at 9:00am sharp. Arrive 
early for coffee and breakfast. 

2005 was a great year. We had  

28 ride opportunities with 7 of 
them involving overnight stays. 
From Niagra Falls to Sturgis, 
the Top Cats covered a lot of 
miles. Thanks again to those 
who put together all these 
rides. We also should thank 
Mother Nature who cooper-
ated in an unbelievable way. 
The theme chosen for 2005 
was "Season of Excellence". 
As is typical of the Top Cats, 
all expectations were ex-
ceeded. There was something 
to do almost every weekend. 

It's never too early to start 
thinking about next year. For 
starters our annual banquet 
will be at the Milrose Brewery 
on Saturday February 4th. 
New journeys and destinations 
await us and of course we will 

have several traditional Top 
Cat Rides to enjoy. 
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Featured Article 
NOW IT IS UP TO YOU ! 
By Sandra Vernon, Past President 

Election day for Top Cats is fast 
approaching. Exciting times are 
ahead for the new year but first 
we have to set the wheels in 
motion. 

The candidates will be intro-
duced to the General Member-
ship at the November 1st meet-
ing. Listen to what they have to 
say. The bios for the candidates 
will come out in ROAR in De-
cember before Election Day. 

Read each one of them care-
fully. Think about what you want 
to happen next year. As you 
look at the names, put your per- 

sonal feelings aside and think 
what this person can do for Top 
Cats if elected. Look at their in-
dividual strengths and weak-
nesses. Have you seen them 
on rides, at meetings, worked 
with them on a committee during 
the year? Are they a positive 
force within the organization to 
get things done? Do they play 
well with others? All things to 
consider. 

If you are unable to attend the 
election night meeting, an Ab-
sentee Ballot is on the last page 
of ROAR with instructions on 
how to submit your ballot. Every 
vote counts! 

Okay, we have filled your tank 
with gas, now it is up to you to 

be the Road Captain and de-
cide what route Top Cats will 
ride into 2006. 

End 

INSTRUCTIONS TO SUBMIT 
AN ABSENTEE BALLOT: 

Mark your vote for each office. 

Place your ballot in a sealed 
envelope. On the OUTSIDE of 
the sealed envelope, please 
sign your name AND print your 
name below it. 

Put your sealed ballot into a 
second envelope. 

Mail to: 
Sandra Vernon 
5863 R.F.D. 
Long Grove, IL 60047 

Absentee Ballot must be received 
by Midnight, December 5, 2005, to 

be counted. 

Meetings•Special Events 

Act vities Calendar 
2005 Season of Excellence 

Event 	 MeetinglEvent Location 	 Time Leader 

Saturday, November 05, 2005 Grass Class Connies Clubhouse-Buffalo Grove 8:30 AM Ric Case 
Vonday, November 21, 2005 Board Meeting Dukes, lAlauconda 7:30PM Jim Heniff 
Tuesday, December 06, 2005 General Meeting Durty Nellies 7:30 PM Jim Heniff 
Saturday, February 04, 2006 Annual Banquet Milrose Brewery, Barrington 6:00PM Mark Sullivan 
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[ ] Ken Glassman 

I 

ABSENTEE BALLOT 
ELECTION OF OFFICERS, DECEMBER 6, 2005 

YOU MUST BE A REGULAR MEMBER TO VOTE!  

DIRECTOR (VOTE FOR THREE CANDIDATES) 

PRESIDENT 

VICE PRESIDENT 

SECRETARY 

TREASURER 

[ ] Chuck Prettyman 

[ ] Gary Brandt 

[ ] Keith Zawila 

[ ] Carl Marcyn 

[ ] Jim Haase 	 [ ] Joe R an  
<,6.2v ....7Y.: 

[ ] Lynn Adams 	 [ ] Tom MAtia 

[ ] Windy Krepel 

NOTE: Absentee Ballot Instructions are on reverse Side 

Top Cats—Illinois 

PO Box 1201 

Barrington, IL. 60011-1201 

c-1)- 
Wayne Kirkpatrick 

&if 105  Cherokee Rd. 
,ziNo\,..„ 	Algonquin IL 60102 
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